
October 8,2002 

Federal Corniri u nica lions Commission 
Attn: Chairman Michael Powell 
445 12'h Street, SW, Room 8-B201 
Washington, DC 20554 

Chairman Powell: 

As a provider of private communication equipment for over the last forty years, and a licensee in 
the General Category pool of 800 MHz band, reoccurring concerns associated with the 800 MHz 
band, to say the least, have been testing. While we realize that our business is only a small piece 
of a large puzzle, the customers who utilize our system reach into every market segment. 

From small service providers, such as plumbers and electricians, to local corporations, the need 
to communicate efficiently and cost effectively is common to all. We contend that these 
businesses, both large and small, are the true backbone of our economy. But in many cases, they 
are usually the first to suffer when new ruling and guidelines are acted upon. 

The "White Paper" submitted to your Commission by Nextel last year is an example of 
implementing massive change without taking into consideration the thousands of businesses who 
would be unfairly affected. As we know, after this filing the horrible events of September 1 I th  
occurred. In March, in response to these events, your Commission released a Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking (NPRM) that incorporated the goals of Nextel's' White Paper. 

While we agree that public safety communications, through the use of the 800 band, is 
imperative to OUT homeland security, the end result of Nextel's White Paper would prove costly 
to thousands of companies, many who are already suffering in today's business environment. 

Since the release of the NPRM, nine private wireless organizations, seven public safety 
organizations, and Nextel have crafted an industry-wide Consensus Plan, that achieves the 
Commissions goals with the least amount of disruptions to all involved in the 800 band. 

Due to the reprogrmming that will be rsquircd to administer the plan, the cost to us, as well as 
our customers will be significanl. We colll.ctively can live with this cost. hut the alternative of 
losing the 800 bail(! altogether NOIIICJ be Jc,\:lstaiing. 

will the p roced in~% rcyrdins iiitcrl&yncc IO thc ptiblic. s;llity sc'cior sacrilice the well being of 
the peoplc~ itnil husincsscs that local l> an11 narion;ill> supp{>rr the cost o f t h e  these entities, or will 
the ( 'omlii is i ion r c 1 1 1 ~  thx thc cundiiion ofprivale busilic\s is also ;i public concern. 



We urge the Commissih to adopt the Consensus Plan, which supports all involved in the 800 
band controversy. Please promote both the public safety community and the business sector by 
supporting the adoption of the Consenius Plan a t  800 MHz. 

\ 

/ 


